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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-15 and 19-21 are drawn to a pressure transducer test apparatus, 
classified in class 73, subclass 708. 

II. Claims 16-18 are drawn to calibration of a transducer, classified in class 
600, subclass 507. 

III. Claims 22-27 are drawn to a temperature transducer, classified in class 
123, subclass 169. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions 1,11 and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if 
they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention of Group 1, a 
pressure transducer apparatus has separate utility such as detecting the variable 
pressures in a chamber. Invention of Group II, which is method of calibrating a 
transducer has separate utility such as recording and checking recorded values of a 
transducer. Invention of Group III, which is a temperature transducer has separate 
utility such as measuring the temperature and comparing an enclosed gas substance. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Randall Heald on September 26,2002 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group 1, 
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claims 1-15 and 19-21. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in 
replying to this Office action. Claims 16-18 and 22-27 are withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected 
invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. It is not clear as to what is the importance of the non-circular 
cross sections of the tubes. The specification does not elaborate on why the cross 
sections of the tubes are non-circular. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubiication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,2, 11-15 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated 


by Schoenecke (U.S. 2,207,898). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 2, Schoenecke teaches the claimed invention as follows: 
a pressure test apparatus comprising, a fitting (1) having an input (3) to receive a 
pressure input and an output (11) to receive a pressure transducer (Master Gauge A), a 
valve (5) attached to the fitting near the input (13), such that the fitting (13) has a 
variable pressure chamber (6) with first (14) and second (14a) selectable internal 
volumes between the valve and the output (Figure 1), and a piston (15) provided in the 
fitting (3), such that the movement of the piston selects the first and second volumes 
(Column 2, Lines 12-27). 

Regarding claims 11-15 and 19-21, it is inherent that based upon the disclosed 
structure of the apparatus claims the method claims are rejected over the prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaliy disciosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this titie, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whoie would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C.103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Schoenecke (U.S. 2,207,898) in view of Geiger (U.S. Patent 4,730,789). 

Schoenecke teaches the invention claimed, except he does not explicitly 

disclose a piston that moves in response to an electro magnet and the valve that can be 

opened/closed remotely. 

Geiger discloses a piston that moves in response to an electro magnet and the 
valve that can be opened/closed remotely (Column 17, Lines 36-68) 
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It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention taught by Schoenecke to the 
piston and the electro magnet as taught by Geiger for the purpose of moving the piston 
a predetermined displacement. 

6. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schoenecke (U.S. Patent U.S. 2,207,898) in view of Geiger (U.S. Patent 4,730,789) as 
applied to claims 1-7 above, further in view of Kluth (U.S. Patent 5,582,064). 

Schoenecke, as modified, discloses the claimed device a primary tube (1) 
having a first and second opposite ends (3 and Figure 1), except he does explicitly 
disclose a secondary tube attached to the primary tube between the first and second 
ends, wherein the secondary tube contains the piston, and the secondary tube is 
attached generally perpendicular to the primary tube. 

Kluth discloses a secondary tube (25) attached to the primary tube (1) between 
the first and second ends (Figure 6), wherein the secondary tube contains the piston 
(24), and the secondary tube is attached generally perpendicular to the primary tube 
(Figure 6). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to further modify the device of Schoenecke, as 
modified, to include the secondary tube attached generally perpendicular to the primary 
tube, as per the teachings of Kluth, for the purpose of measuring several pressures with 
different characteristics that are adjacent to each other. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa L Ferguson whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3194. The examiner can normally be reached on (M-T) 6:30am-4:00pm and every 
other (F) 7:30am-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Benjamin R Fuller can be reached on (703) 308-0079. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1782. 


Marissa L Ferguson 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2855 

*** 

September 30, 2002 


WilliatnOen 
Primary Examiner 




